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Regional Coordinating Institute, Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee

And UBA

[Roorkee (The Hawk):
Indian Institute of Tech
nology (IIT)Roorkee or-
ganized an Institute Lec-
ture on the significance of
organic farming in shap-
ing rural development
The initiative titled “Role
of Organic Farming in
Rural Development and
Scif-Reliant India’ was
jointly organized by Re-
gional Coordinating Insti-
tute, Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan and 1iT
Roorkee. The objective of
the event was to share in-
sights on the role of or-
ganic farming in ensuring
a holistic community de-
velopment and shaping
the growth trajectory of
rural India and seositize
students towards chal-
lenges faced in agricul-
ture

Prof. Ashish Pandcy,
Coordinator, RCI-UBA,
NIT Roorkee, commenced
the webinar that featured
Shni Bharat
BhushanTy a distin-
guished Indian farmer,
cducator, trainer and
doyen of organic farming
as a key speaker. He has
won several awards such
as Padma Shri, the fourth

highest civilian award in
India, the Progressive
Farmer Award conferred
by the Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, Doc-
torate of Science(honoris
causa) by Pantoagar Ag-
ricultural University,
Uttarakhand, DhartiMitra
Award during the Or-
ganic World Congress, to
name a fow, for his exem-
plary contribution to the
Indian agriculture

Having trained over
80,000 farmers with free
facilities, his efforts aug-
ment the Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi's  vision for
AatmaNirbhar Bharat

Prof. M. Parida,
Deputy Director, 1T
Roorkee in his address
highlighted that our mo-
tivation to actively par-
ticipate in rural develop-
ment will be strengthened
by the experience of
Bharat BhushanTyagi Ji
The initiatives taken by
ShriTyagi Ji have played
a vital role in
popularisation of organic
farming i rural arcas and
will be useful to generate
awareness amidst UBA
Institutions.

“Agriculture is the
foundation of rural India
and is the largest employer
in the country. Strength-
ening the agricultural
base will have cascading
effects in ensuring food
security, gencrating em-
ployment, facilitating an-
cillary industrial develop-
ment and boosting na-
tional income. The Indian
youth should come for-
ward to opt for a carcer
in agricuiture and ailicd
fields that can play an
important role in strength-
cning the rural economy™
said Shri Bharat Bhushan
Tyagi. Shri Tyagi recalled
that his journcy was
fraught with several chal-
lenges but he did not lose
hope and continued it with
full dedication 10 achicve
excellence. Shri Tyagi has
worked with government
associations like the Na-
tional Centre of Organic
Farming, International
Competence Centre for
Organic  Agriculture

(1CCOA), Ministry of

Agriculture (India), AFC,
and National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural
Development
(NABARD). He has been
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conferred the degree of
Doctor of Science (hon-
oris causa) by the reputed
G B Pant University of]|
Agncullum and Technol-

Pantnagar,
l llu.ALh.lnd the first ag-
ricultural university in
India

“Shri Bharat
BhushanTyagi is a torch
bearer of India’s march
towards organic farming
Through his success in
Western Uttar Pradesh, be
has shown that organic
farming can become a
people’s movement. With
numerous accolades for
his contributions to agni-
culture, Shri Tyagi is a
role model for today's
generation. His achicve-
ments have the potential
to inspire youth to take up
agriculturc as a profes-
sion” said Prof. Ajit K
Chaturvedi, Director, 1IT
Roorkee. Hailing from
Bulandshabr in Uttar
Pradesh, Shri Bharat
BhushanTyagi completed
B. Sc. in Mathematics,
Physical and Chemistry
from Delbi University
He wanted to work but
his father disagreed. so he
had to retumn to the vil-
lage that proved to be a
golden opportunity for
him to transform Indian
agriculture.

The initiative was or-
ganized under the Unnat
Bhacat Abhiyan (UBA)- a
project launched by the
Ministry of Human Re-
sources Development,
Government of India in
December 2014. It aims
10 leverage the expertise
of premier educational
institutions in India to
improve rural livelihood
Its mission is conceptual-
ized as a movement to
enable processes that con-
nect institutes of higher
cducation with local com-
munities to address the
developmental challenges
of rural India through par-
ticipatory processes and
appropriate technologies
for accelerating sustain-
able growth




