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Venue: Lecture Hall Complex,
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee

Contact
Smriti Saraswat (Course Co-ordinator), Asstt. Professor 
Dept. of Architecture & Planning, IIT Roorkee, E: smritisaraswatGIAN2016@gmail.com
T: +91 750 00 61 199, +91 1332 28 4770 or register at http://www.gian.iitkgp.ac.in/GREN

Organised by
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee

Under the Aegis of
Ministry of Human Resource & Development
Govt. of India



Who can apply  B

01. Executives, Architects, Researchers from 
manufacturing, design, service and government
organizations including R&D laboratories.

02. Students, Entrepreneurs and Self Employed Individuals 
(with relevant experience) at all levels (B.Arch./M. Arch/ 
PhD/B. Des./M. Des./History of Art and Architecture/
Humanities)

03. Faculty from reputed academic institutions and 
technical institutions

Course Team  B

Patron

MHRD 
GIAN (Global Initiative of Academic Networks)

Course Coordinator

Smriti Saraswat
Assistant Professor,             
Dept. of Architecture & Planning 
IIT Roorkee

International Faculty

Axel Sowa
Dipl.-Ing., 
Architectural Studies in Berlin and Paris 
Professor & Head, Theory of Architecture
RWTH University, Aachen (Germany)

Contact  B

Smriti  Saraswat, Assistant professor,
Department of Architecture & Planning, 
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee
E-mail: smritisaraswatGIAN2016@gmail.com
Tel: +91 750 006 11 99 , +91 1332 28 4770
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How to Register  B

Register through the GIAN portal:
http://www.gian.iitkgp.ac.in/GREGN

The participation fees for taking the course is as follows: 
Participants from abroad : US $ 500
Industry/ Research Organizations: INR  30,000/-
Faculty: INR 10,000/-
Students/Self Employed: INR  5,000/-

The above fees includes all instructional materials, kits, 
computer use for tutorials and assignments, laboratory 
equipment usage charges, 24 hr free internet facility. The 
participants will be provided with food and accommodation 
on payment basis. Only welcome lunch, valedictary dinner 
and daily tea shall be served.

* Seats are limited to 40 participants only.

* Register by 10th December, 2017 to secure a place.

Accommodation  B

IIT Roorkee may provide accommodation to a limited 
number of participants on a first come first serve basis. 
Depending upon availability of rooms at the guest houses 
and hostels, accommodation will be provided on single/twin 
sharing basis. Roorkee town is also endowed with suitable 
and economical hotels very near to IIT campus.

Communication and Transport  B

Roorkee is well connected to Delhi by rail and road. It is 
situated on National Highways 58 and 73. Easiest way to get 
to Roorkee is by train. Nearest Railway Station is in Roorkee, 
situated 3 Km. from the campus. The city of Haridwar is 
located further on the same highway about 
29 KM from Roorkee. The bus stand is situated just 
opposite the main gate of the campus. Nearest airport 
to Roorkee is Dehradun’s Jolly Grant airport. But most 
preferable airport nearest from Roorkee is the New Delhi 
International Airport which is about 180 KM away. 
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Introduction  B

Architectural theory is the act of thinking, discussing, 
and writing about architecture.  Architectural theory is 

often didactic, and theorists tend to stay close to or work from 
within schools. It has existed in some form since antiquity, 
and as publishing became more common, architectural theory 
gained richness. Books, magazines, and journals published an 
unprecedented number of works by architects and critics in 
the 20th century. As a result, styles and movements formed 
and dissolved much more quickly than the relatively enduring 
modes in earlier history. In architecture, a theoretical 
framework ought to explain why buildings affect human 
beings in certain ways, and why some buildings are more 
successful than others, in practical as well as in psychological 
and aesthetic terms. 

Architectural theory is crucial for establishing an 
understanding of architecture, but hardly ever taught in 
architecture courses. A crucial task of architectural theory 
is to explain and predict the impact that living structure, or 
its absence, has on us. Most buildings and planning today 
follow unwritten rules that have no empirical foundation. In 
this way, architects and urbanists end up obeying simplistic 
criteria for design, rejecting any sense of beauty that links 
human beings with their land, tradition, and culture.

Architectural theory imposes a strong constraint on 
the design process to adapt to the many factors, known 
and unknown that will influence the user on many levels, 
including emotion. Architectural design is a highly complex 
undertaking. But, the processes at its base have not been 
made clear. There have been many attempts to clarify the 
design process, yet we still don’t have a design method that 
can be used to achieve practical, meaningful, nourishing 
results.

Aims and Objectives  B

This course puts forward architectural theory alongwith 
worldviews; conceptual histories and role models that 
will create a platform for the participants to have a better 
understanding of interior-architecture and design process. 
The course has manifold objectives. 

The major ones are as follows:

1) Exposing participants to the fundamentals of 
architectural theory through lectures; talks; discourses; case 
studies; documentaries; and, assignments

2) Building confidence and capability amongst the 
participants to apply architectural theory; worldviews, 
conceptual histories and role models in their design (both 
process as well as product)

3) Creating a steering group to develop collaborative platforms 
and take forward the learning from the course

4) Encouraging exchange of ideas and knowledge sharing by 
linking International scenarios to the National

5) Developing high quality course material in the field of 
architectural theory, both through video and print media that 
can be used by a larger body of students and teachers

Focus and Themes  B 

Based on existing literature and on-going discourses, few 
themes that the course will focus on are:

1. Introduction to Architectural Theory
Worldviews, Conceptual Histories and Role Models

2. ‘Isms’ and Scenarios in Architecture 
links to the architectural theory and its evolution

3. Architectural Theory and Design Process
Establishing inter-relationship
 
4. Global Context: Case Studies, future roadmap

5. Indian Context: Case Studies, future roadmap

6. Applications, Take-Away, Research prospects

Course Components  B

1) Colloquy: Exposure and Awareness through Expert 
    talks, case studies and visits

2) Historiography: Worldviews; Conceptual Histories
 
3) Winds of Change: Brainstorming and Conceptual 
    Development through interactive sessions

4) Repository: Documentation, Discussion, Archiving

About GIAN  B 

Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) has 
entered it’s second phase. GIAN, started under the 
aegis of MHRD, Govt. of India, aims at tapping the 
talent pool of scientists and entrepreneurs, internationally 
to encourage their engagement with the institutes of Higher 
Education in India so as to augment the country’s existing 
academic resources, accelerate the pace of quality reform, 
and elevate India’s scientific and technological capacity to 
global excellence. GIAN ensures to garner best international 
experiences into our systems of education, enable 
interaction amongst the best academic and industry experts 
from all over the world.

About the Organising Institute  B

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee is amongst 
the foremost institutes of national importance in higher 
technological education and applied research. The Institute 
ranks amongst the best technological institutions in the 
world and has contributed to all sectors of technological 
development. It has also been considered a trend-setter in 
the area of education and research in the field of science, 
technology and engineering. The institute offers Bachelor’s 
Degree courses in 21 disciplines including Architecture and 
Engineering. It offers Post-Graduate Degree in 55 disciplines 
of Applied Science, Architecture & Planning, Engineering,, 
Computer Applications and Business Administration. 
The Institute also encorages doctoral research.



Registration Procedure for participants:

Step 1: 

Those who wish to participate in the GIAN course should �rst "web register" at
GIAN "Courses Registration Portal": http://www.gian.iitkgp.ac.in/GREGN/index . Follow
the instructions on the portal; create login and submit brief academic details. A onetime 
(lifetime) registration fee of INR 500 is required to register on the GIAN portal. With
this one time lifetime registration, you can apply for as many courses as possible on the
GIAN website. On successful registration, they will be provided with a 
GIAN Application/Registration number. If you already registered for this or any another 
course at GIAN website, skip step 1 and go to step 2.

Step 2: 

Applicants then need to click "Course Registration" tab at the GIAN Portal. The list of 
courses will be displayed. Now check the 'check box' to select course title from the list and 
click "save" button to register for the course. The course code for the course – 
“Architectural Theory: Worldviews, Conceptual Histories and Role Models” is - 
171007A03. Then click "Con�rm Course(s)" for con�rmation. Now you are registered for 
the course at the GIAN website.

Step 3: 

Participants will be selected from the applications received through above steps and 
selected candidates will be communicated later.

Step 4:

 Selected Participants will be sent the account details for the payment. The course 
coordinator has the �nal say on the selection of participants. No refund of course fee 
under any circumstances.

http://www.gian.iitkgp.ac.in/GREGN/index


Axel Sowa
Professor
RWTH University, 
Aachen (Germany)

Prof. Axel Sowa (Dipl.-Ing., Architectural Studies in Berlin and Paris) is 

currently a Professor at the Department of Architecture in RWTH University, 

Aachen (Germany). He has been heading the teaching and research field on 

Architectural Theory since October 2007. 

Prior to teaching at the universities of Saarbrücken and Aachen, he was 

editor-in-chief of the magazine L’Architecture d ‘ Aujourd’hui in Paris. 

During this period, 50 themed essays, devoted to fundamental questions of 

architectural theory, were created. Starting from a stay as a chercheur invité 

at the Center Canadien d’Architecture in Montréal, his current researches 

refer to the change of the concept of mimesis, to the question of imitation in 

modern contexts and to the beginning of the industrial serial production of 

building components in the first third of the 19th century. Prof. Sowa is also 

the founder and co-editor of the peer-reviewed journal Candide - Journal for 

Architectural Knowledge, funded by the German Research Agency DFG (www.

candidejournal.net). He has received prestigious scholarships and fellowships 

like the Japan-Scholarship of the German Carl-Duisberg-Society and the 

Research Fellowship at the Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA), Montreal, 

Canada. 

Research Areas:

Architectural Theory

Theories of imitation

Early serial production of 
structural and ornamental 
components in European 
building industry

Architectural Knowledge

sowa@theorie.arch.rwth-aachen.de-
Phone: +49 (0) 241 80-93572 

“Selected Publications”

-  Editor of  47 thematic issues of  L’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui, Issues N° 326 - 

372,” “Paris 2000-2007

-  A. Sowa, A. Wilson: Aachen nach 1945 – Fakten und Debatten zum 

Wiederaufbau, Aachen 2013 (Book on postwar reconstruction of  the City of  

Aachen)

-  „Les enfants du traité de l’Élysée”. In: Interférences/Interferenzen. 

Architecture. Allemagne-France, 1800-2000.  Jean-Louis Cohen, Hartmut 

Frank (eds.), Musées de Strasbourg, 2013, 434-441.

-  A. Sowa, J. Schoonman, Design by Choice – The origins of  Mass-

Customization in Europe, Maastricht : Bureau Europa 2015 (exhibition 

catalogue)

- „Mimesis Recast: Artistic Production in the Aftermeth of  Neoclassicism“, in: 

Dobraszczyk, P., Sealy, P. (eds.), Function and Fantasy: Iron Archietcture in the 

Long Nineteenth Century, New York, London 2016

-  Candide. Journal for Architectural Knowledge, Sowa / Schindler / 

Kockelkorn (eds.), issues N° 1 - 9, Bielefeld, Barcelona, Ostfildern 2009-2015, 

www.candidejournal.net”



Smriti Saraswat
Assistant Professor,
IIT Roorkee

Smriti Saraswat is trained as an Architect & Interior-Designer. She has been 

awarded with a Letter of Merit from the CEPT University, Ahmedabad. She 

is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Architecture and 

Planning at IIT Roorkee (Uttarakhand, India). 

She has worked on – a) prestigious projects focusing on conservation while 

working with Development and Research Organisation on Nature, Arts and 

Heritage (DRONAH), Gurgaon; b) projects and events discussing craft & 

technology, design innovation and interior-architecture during her tenure as 

a senior researcher at Design Innovation and Craft Resource Centre (DICRC), 

CEPT University, Ahmedabad, with a focus on conducting workshops, 

prototyping, developing monographs based on these, and creating material 

inventories; c) projects and events focusing on art-craft-interior-architecture 

traditions of Uttarakhand with IIT Roorkee and Ministry of Culture; and, d) 

a joint project on Model Village Development for the Juang Tribe of Odisha, 

funded by HUDCO. 

 

Her Ph.D. (pursued at IIT Roorkee) is an attempt to explore frameworks for 

interventions in Space-Making Crafts (more popularly known as building 

crafts or architectural crafts) of Uttarakhand (India). She has received 

several grants and scholarships; organised varied national and international 

workshops; training programmes; short term courses, including GIAN 

and NPTEL; trans-disciplinary academic workshops at IIT Roorkee that 

Research Areas: 

Interior-Architecture 

Design Research and Writing

Craft and Technology

Traditional Building Practices

Indigenous Communities

Skill Development smritisaraswatgian2016@gmail.com
spacefap@iitr.ac.in
+91 75000 61199

focus on materials; craft and technology; interior-architecture; and, design 

innovations.; set up collaborations with National and International schools 

and organisations; and authored several publications. She loves to travel; 

document; read; create photo essays; and tell stories.  

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS

2011: Received the DRONAH Educational Grant 

2011: Received the Letter of Merit from CEPT University, Ahmedabad for 

academic excellence  

2012:  Invited in the prestigious ‘International Conference on Narratives’, as 

the moderator of one  of the panels ‐ “Space, Place and Travel”, during 15th ‐ 

17th Mar, 2012 in Las Vegas

2013-2015: Involved in initiating and establishing MoU between IIT Roorkee 

and Aalto University, Finland, in the capacity of IIT Roorkee representative in 

several delegations organized with MHRD; continue to set-up collaborations 

in the form of workshops; international courses; and visits

2015: Awarded with DAAD IIT MSP Program to RWTH Aachen, Germany 

during 28th February –11th March 2015

2016: Best Paper Award in the section on ‘Art, Craft and Heritage’, in the 

International Conference on ‘Sustainable Built Environment’, IIT Roorkee

2017: Lead the team of Interior Design Students from APD, IIT Roorkee in 

FoAID New Delhi, which won in the silver category

Creative and Cultural 
Industries

Narratives

Cultural and Architectural 
Heritage

Pedagogy


